
Quartzsite 2007 - 2008 Schedule 
RICE RANCH SHOW     Nov.  1  -    Feb. 28 
DESERT GARDENS  Jan.   1   -   Feb. 28 

MAIN EVENT  Jan. 11  -    Feb. 3 
TYSON WELLS ROCK & GEM SHOW  Jan.  4   -   Jan. 13 
TYSON WELLS SELL-A-RAMA  Jan. 18  -   Jan. 27 

BLYTHE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  Jan. 19  -   Jan. 21 
Q I. A.   POW-WOW  Jan. 23  -   Jan. 27 
HOBBY CRAFT & GEM SHOW  Jan. 30  -   Feb. 3 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW  Feb.   2  -   Feb. 3 

TYSON WELLS ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR Feb.   1  -   Feb. 10 
BLYTH JAZZ FESTIVAL  Feb. 15, 16, 17 
RICE RANCH BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  Feb. 22, 23, 24 

CHILI COOK-OFF   Feb. 23 
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E-mail   -   vegasbmw@hotmail.com 

 

DUES ARE DUE  

Our fiscal year runs from January to 
January. 

 
Those of you who paid in October,  

November or December are  
considered paid through 2008. 

 
  The rest of us need to drag out those 

check books and renew our  
membership.   

There is a convenient form on page 7 of 

this newsletter for your use.  

   It was good to see so many faces at the 
January meeting. Welcome to all of our new 
members.  We still need a volunteer for Hos-
pitality Chairman and a volunteer for Sunshine 
Chairman, contact any board member.  

   Thank you to Charlotte Robinson and Bruce 
Wingate for an excellent program.  

   Donôt forget the potluck dinner January 26
th
 

at the campout in Quartzsite. Bring a dish to 
share, eating utensils, and your favorite bev-
erage. Camping is free. Highway 95 north of 
town between mile marker 114 and 115 go 
west on Plomosa Road towards Bouse. Go 
about a mile to mile marker 1 and pull off on 
the right side of the road into the camping 
area.  

   Our next meeting is February 4
th
. I hope to 

see all of you there. Be well.  

Regards, Jack Toogood  

FIELD TRIPS  

Jan.  23 rd  - 27th   -  QUARTZSITE  

Camping north of town on Plomosa Road, 

mile marker one, south side of the road.  

Potluck - Sat. Jan. 26 th .  
  

 

March 26 th - 30th  - BURRO CREEK  

        CAMPOUT  
 

 

PIOCHE FIELD TRIPS  

Anyone wishing a Field Trip near Pioche  

Contact Clint 775 -962-222 



LAUGHLIN, NEVADA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avi Resort & Casino  
Shop scores of vendors in the comfort of the Avi's new 

Convention Center as well as the River  

Garden Pavilion. 
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January Board Meeting  

Highlights 

GENERAL MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS 

If you would like to help coordinate a 
Rock Show at the Heritage Museum 

 in Henderson  
 

Contact  Glen Beye  354-9808 

   The meeting was called to order at 6:25 PM. 
Present were Pres. Jack Toogood, Secretary 
Clare Breneman, Treasurer Sue Lofaro, Di-
rectors Glenn Beye, Erica Hamilton, and Bob 
Lofaro. Absent were VP Sharon Rogow, and 
Director Frank Auerswald.  

   Glen said Yucca Mountain trip is cancelled 
due to big budget cut at Yucca Mountain.  

   Discussion on prospective Heritage Mu-
seum Show. 90 Vendors would be needed to 
make booth space available at a reasonable 
rate. Glen and Sharon will investigate further. 
Glen will also check into having the gas 
turned on at the workshop. 

Submitted by Clare Breneman  

   The meeting was called to order at 7:15PM. 
Clare read the November minutes. Approved 
as read. Sue gave the Treasurers report. 
Mary Beth gave the kids report. Silversmith 
class will resume the first week of February 
No Sunshine report. No Federation report. 
Lorna Metz gave the First Friday Report. 
Doris Currington gave field trip update and 
has signup sheets for those interested. Work-
shop report: more supervisors are needed, 
please contact Wes Bryant. Mike reported that 
the gas is turned on. Glen announced Yucca 
Mountain trip is cancelled.  
   OLD BUSINESS: The Budget Committee 
met in November and created the new budget 
for 2008. The trailer at workshop still needs to 
be emptied and moved.  A Silversmith toolbox 
donated by Art Linn will be auctioned off  
tonight.  Cliff Jackson was presented a special 
award for his field trip help in 2007. One will 
also be awarded to Bill Lemmon for his field 
trip help. Wire wrap class will start  
February 26

th
. Faceting class by Larry Grillett 

will also start in February. 
    No NEW BUSINESS.  
    Break at 7:50PM for refreshments.  The 
meeting resumed at 8:10PM.   The program 
was presented by Charlotte Robinson and 
Bruce Wingate on cutting, shaping and polish-
ing rocks. The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM. 
 

Submitted by Clare Breneman  



OTHER SHOWS MAY BE FOUND ON THE  

ROCK & GEM WEBSITE 
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Whatôs Happening ? 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

NEVADA - CALIFORNIA - ARIZONA - UTAH       

Show Schedule 

JANUARY  

18-20--GLOBE, ARIZONA : 51st annual show; 

Gila County Gem & Mineral Society; Gila County 

Fairgrounds, U.S. Hwy. 60; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 

9-4; adults $2, high school students with ID and 

children with parents free 
 

FEBRUARY 

2-16--TUCSON, ARIZONA : Annual show, 

"Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn 

Expositions; The Inn Suites Hotel, 475 N. Gra-

nada; 10-6 daily, 10-5 last day; free admission;  

2-16--TUCSON, ARIZONA : Annual show, 

"Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn 

Expositions; The Mineral & Fossil Marketplace, 

1333 N. Oracle Rd.; 10-6 daily, 10-5 last day; free 

admission 

2-16--TUCSON, ARIZONA : Annual show, 

"Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn 

Expositions; Quality Inn, 1025 E. Benson Hwy.; 

10-6 daily, 10-5 last day; free admission 

2-16--TUCSON, ARIZONA : Annual show, 

"Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show"; Martin Zinn 

Expositions; Ramada Ltd, 665 N. Freeway; 10-6 

daily, 10-5 last day; free admission 

15-24--INDIO, CALIFORNIA : Show; San Gor-

gonio Mineral & Gem Society; Riverside County 

Fairgrounds, Gem & Mineral Bldg. #1, 46-350 

Arabia St.; all days 10-10; Riverside County Fair 

and Date Festival 

KIDS CLUB  -  Pebble Pups  

 

 

 Kids club meetings are held at my home at  

3740 Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions.           

702-255-1647        .....éMary Beth Paladino 

 

JANUARY'S   ACTIVITY 
 

Rain Sticks and Sand Painting 

OUR NEXT MEETING  
 February, 4

th
 at 7pm.    

at the Senior Center on Bonanza Avenue.   
If your birthday is in February,  

please donôt forget to bring some    

goodies for the refreshment table.  

 
LAS VEGAS ARTS DISTRICT 

FIRST FRIDAY 
 

FEBRUARY 1 st 

6 to 10 P.M.  
 

Lorna Metz, Chairman       877 -4258 

 

Howard (Doc) Blanchard , a long time mem-
ber and retired Army Lt. Colonel originally 
from New England, is moving to Rockland, 
Main where he has purchased 11/2  acres 1 
mile from the Atlantic Ocean.  We wish him 
well in his new home. 

Priscilla and George Messenger are plan-
ning a Cruise to Mexico.  Bon Voyage!  

Charlotte and Bill Robinson attended the 
Rose Parade in Pasadena, California. 

Wes Bryant is doing battle with a cold after 
having too much fun during a visit from his 
brother and sister-in-law. 

DORIS CURRINGTON 
HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY  



Harvey Ader Linda Avance 

Crystal Best Peggy Best 

Ron Best Justin Beveridge 

Jan Fitzgerald Mindy Gao 

Alisha Hartman Rodney Hartman 

Samee Hartman Carol High 

David Hopkins Pat Marin 

Ruby Marin Terry Meyer 

Bill Moore Peggy Sue Moore 

Lawrence Murphy Scotty Pollock 

Shannon Pollock Shianne Pollock 

Dianne Romano Tony Romano 

Elliott Sarno Kate Schuff 

Tay Schuff   Angela Shadick 

Raymond Vercillo  

FEBRUARY   BIRTHDAYSHAPPY 

BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS!                                                    
(If yours was missed we donôt have it on file) 

Apologies to Bob Lofaro  
for missing his January Birthday 
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GARNET 
JANUARY  BIRTHSTONE 

WELCOME   NEW   MEMBERS 

  One glance at the deep red seeds nestled 
inside of a pomegranate fruit explains why the 
word ñgarnetò comes from the Latin word 
ñgranatusò, meaning ñgrainò or seedò.  This 
name was given to the garnet because of its 
close resemblance to the succulent pome-
granate seed.  But donôt bite into a garnet, be-
cause at Mohôs hardness 6.5 to 7.5, it will defi-
nitely damage the teeth!  First mined in Sri 
Lanka over 2500 years ago, the garnet is also 
found in Africa, Australia, India, Russia, South 
America; and in the United States, in Arizona 
and Idaho.  Although most commonly known 
as a red gemstone, the garnet comes in a va-
riety of other hues, including muted yellows, 
vibrant oranges, rosy pinks, lime greens, and 
violets - a virtual bouquet of colors.  This di-
versity is due to unique combinations of ele-
ments within each particular gem such as 
iron, calcium, and manganese.  Archaeologist 
findings of primitive style garnet jewelry 
among the graves of lake dwellers dates the 
early us of this gemstone to the bronze age.  
But not all garnet is of gem quality.  It is also a 
very effective abrasive and is used commer-
cially for grinding and polishing.  Garnet 
coated sandpaper is one such industrial use.  
The garnet is the protective gem of journey-
ers.  A gift of garnet is symbolic of love and 
the desire for a loved oneôs safe travel and 
speedy homecoming. 

................. from About Birth Stones 

Shirley Ayo Tony Baumgartner  

William Bennett Cindy Craddock 

Sandy Cunningham Craig Edmonds  

Richard Fyfe Carmen Harper 

Cliff Jackson Holly McNaught 

Chris Prise Irene Secor 

Sophie Skulsky  



Boulder Ave.  

Charleston Blvd.  

Our Shop  
1025 S. MAIN  
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Coolidge Ave. N  
Hills 

 

ADDITIONAL  

SHOP SUPERVISORS   

ARE NEEDED  
  

to  keep the Workshop open  
as scheduled.  

 
 

 

SPACE IS FREE TO ADVERTISE HERE 

For all club members.  Just  call Editor. 
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workshop schedule  
LOCATION:  1025 South main Street 

(Use 1
st

 Street Entrance) 

CLASS SCHEDULE  
 

SILVERSMITHING  -   $5.00 per class  
TUESDAYS - 6 to 9PM &  

THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 

    Starting again in February   

CONTACT:  Frank Auerswald 365-8306 
for location and space availability 

 

WIREWRAPING  -  February 26th  
Class for 6 people  

First come - First served  
Contact:  Sandy Cunningham 

702-806-0816 
 

FACETING  - TBA  
Contact:  Larry Grillett   702-656-0262 

ROC- KI N N FOS- LIN   
by Doris Currington 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
1 to 9 PM 

DEPENDING ON SUPERVISOR AVAILABILITY  
 

Before Jan. 17th   Contact   Wes Bryant    
Home - 228-3331        Cell - 285-7829 

 
After Jan. 20th    Contact   Richard Fyfe   645-7553 
 

TO VERIFY SCHEDULED DAYS  
 

  
 Want to cut that last slab off a rock?  

    Use sodium silicate to glue the cut side of 
the rock to wood to hold in the saw vise.   The 
wood  you use should be cut with the grain, 
otherwise several layers of sodium silicate 
may be needed to fill the pores in the wood 
before the rock will stick. 
 

How long can you collect  
before the sun goes down?  

  Hold you hand flat with fingers 
open wide apart.  Align them with 
the bottom of the sun and the top 
of the western horizon.   
Each finger measures 15 minutes 
before the sun sets.  
 
  Tartaric Acid is a good cleaner for Iron 
stains.  Be sure to follow all listed safety  
precautions. 
 
  Mineral Oil is a good cleaner and shiner for 
Selenite, Varisite and Fluorite specimens.  
After applying the oil, display the specimens in 
a dust free environment as the oil will attract 
and hold dust.  
 
   Black board chalk and stick camphor can 
help prevent tarnish on Gold and Silver.  DO 
NOT use rubber bands or adhesive backed 
labels after application. 

Sun 



Barb Eagan 

(702) 759-9724 
barb@mycactusproperties.com 

Let me help you find terrific investments here in Las Vegas. 

With my 15 years of real estate investing experience, I can 

Show you how to pick up properties at big discounts and 

Help you get excellent financing at no cost to you! 

 

Liberty Realty  

NOW! is the time for great 

Real Estate investment opportunities! 

  Distressed Properties 

 Properties in Foreclosure 

 Bank Owned 

 Up or Down Sizing 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS   -   They help support us  

 JUNGLE
JUNGLE   BEADBEAD   
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2008 Officers - Board of Directors - Committee Chairpersons 

Elected Officer Name Phone 

President   Jack Toogood          510-4192 

Vice President  Sharon Rowgow          656-1144 

Secretary   Clare Breneman          452-0175 

Treasurer Sue Lofaro          614-4351 

Three Year Board Bob Lofaro 614-4351 

Volunteer Chairpersons: 

Parliamentarian/ 

Sgt. At Arms  

Pebble  Pups Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647 

Field Trip Chairman Doris Currington 452-3707 

Newsletter Editor Gay Fyfe 645-7553 

Webmaster Jack Toogood 510-4192 

Website Liaison Jack Toogood 510-4192 

Federation Director  

Show Chairman Sharon Rowgow 656-1144 

Hospitality  

Historians Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek 876-3861 

Financial  Planner George Messenger 733-6578 

Awards Banquet  

Elected Officer Name Phone 

Two Year Board Frank Auerswald 365-8306 

One Year Board Glen Beye 354-9808 

One Year Board Erica Hamilton 364-1400 

Volunteer Chairpersons: 

Refreshments Susan Dobson 564-2373  

Door Prizes Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647 

Sunshine  

Zoo Display Sandy Smith  

First Friday Lorna Metz 877-4258 

Publicity Erica Hamilton 364-1400 

Program Director Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647 

Class Coordinator Frank Auerswald 365-8306 

Shop General Foreman Wes Bryant 228-3331 

Shop Supervisor Howard Abrams 644-6960 

Shop Supervisor Richard Fyfe 645-7553  

Shop Supervisor Larry Grillett 656-0262 

Shop Supervisor Mike Kirk 433-4146 

Shop Supervisor Bob Lofaro 614-4351 

Shop Supervisor Sharon Rogow 499-0272  

Shop Supervisor Sandy Smith 290-2675 

Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society   P.O. Box 94744 Las Vegas, NV 89193 
Website:  www.sngms.com          E-mail:  sngmsweb@netscape.net 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
SOUTHERN NEVADA GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.                                   

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NAME(S)_______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY_________________________________________STATE_______________ZIP________________ 

PHONE___________________________________E-MAIL______________________________________ 

BIRTHDAYS__________________________________________________(MONTH ONLY) 

INTERESTS [ ]Mineralogy [ ]Lapidary [ ]Field Trips [ ]Geology [ ]Beads [ ]Silversmithing [ ]Other 

NEW MEMBER___RENEWAL___ANNUAL DUES - ADULTS $20_____FAMILY $30_____ 

FAVORITE PROGRAM FOR MEETINGS - silent auction - guest speaker - slide show - video - 

show and tell - other (please specify)_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Preference For òTHE POLISHED SLABó Newsletter Delivery 

                  U.S. Postal Service           E-mail       

MAIL IN OR TURN IN AT THE MEETING 



THE POLISHED SLAB IS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW.SNGMS.COM 

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 
and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  
Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future gen-
erations.  We are incorporated for the purpose of promoting an interest in Geology, Gemology, the Lapidary 
arts and related fields.  We began in Las Vegas in 1932, and became the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral 
Society in 2003 with the merger of the Las Vegas Gem Club and the Clark County Gem Collectors.  The first 
Polished Slab was published in 1940 by Paul Mercer. 

Club Mascot: Rock Wren 

Club Gemstone: Turquoise  Club Logo: Faceted stone     

Colors: Turquoise & Silver   Club Motto: Rocks-R Us 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in: 

Rocks, Gems, Geology, Lapidary, Beads, Fossils, or 

Silversmithing 

Annual Dues - Individual:$20.00     Family: $30.00 

Club Name Badges available at $10.00 each. 

Meetings:  7:00 PM the first Monday of the month at the  

Senior Center at 451 Bonanza just west of Las Vegas Blvd. 

Downtown Las Vegas, Nevada. 702-229-6454 for location info. 

No meeting is held in December - Annual awards dinner 

Visitors are always welcome - Bring a friend or two . 

First month free for club members.  Ads must be paid prior 

to publication.  Make checks payable to Southern Nevada 

Gem and Mineral Society.  Mail to:  SNGMS/attn: Editor 

                                                         P.O. Box 94744 

       Las Vegas, NV 89193 

The Polished Slab  published monthly by the 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 94744 

Las Vegas, NV 89193 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Las Vegas, NV 
Permit No. 2715 

 

Polished Slab Advertising Rates 

Ad Size  Six Months  Yearly  

2ò x 3.5ò Business Card $18 $30 

4.25ò x 5.5ò Quarter Page $48 $90 

5.5ò x 8ò Half Page $90 $170 

11ò x 8ò Full Page $150 $275 

SNGMS Web Page Ads and Links to your own Web 

Page are available for additional fees.  Contact  Jack  

Gay Fyfe, Editor         E-mail:  gayf@infionline.net 


